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Welcome to the BABA Newsletter for February 2024. It’s been a soggy start to the year with endless storms battering 

the doors of the workshop, Lets hope spring isn’t to far away. Or we will need to start relocating our forges on to boats 

to avoid any more �ooding. 

I have a small confession to make; In my rush to get last months newsletter out, I got the year wrong in the last 

edition and even worse the number of years the association has been running! Dick Quinnel has not only corrected 

the year but provided irrefutable proof of the date of BABA’s conception with a very interesting article from ABANA 

circa 1978. (hopefully to feature in an upcoming edition of the magazine)

Moving swi�ly on; it is with great pleasure that I announce the newsletter inbox got more than 1 lonely email this 

month! In fact, we have been inundated with emails which has made for a pleasant change. �ere seems to be wealth 

of upcoming Master-Classes, BABA Forge-ins, new competitions, and a wealth of funding opportunities for the 

membership. So put down your hammers and tongs grab yourself a hot co�ee and a biscuit and dive into the depths 

of this month’s newsletter…. 

     P.s. Keep those emails and  information coming. 

Newsletter@baba.org.uk



•     Organise forge-ins and hold an annual conference

•     Hold masterclasses, where members can get involved and ask the tricky questions

•     Publish a for members magazine (usually 4 issues per annum) and the monthly newsletter

•     The Members website, With member galleries and useful resources

•     Offer a competitive discounted forge insurance scheme

•     Organise the production of large public sculptures to display the talents of the members

•     Organise talks from leading experts from around the globe

•     Organise gallery Exhibitions, Competitions, meet-ups, digital events and much much more

For full details and to become a member go to:  http://www.baba.org.uk/

What is BABA & Why Join?

For 45 years, BABA has developed and promoted the work of the modern artist 
blacksmith. BABA has united thousands of professional and amateur smiths 
(and interested many others) across Britain and the rest of the world in a spirit of 
friendship and collaboration, to learn about, enjoy and advance the extraordinary 
cra� of creative blacksmithing. 
To this end, we:



Extract from the Magazine: Just one of the many bene�ts of becoming a member of BABA
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Blacksmithing Events:  
�ings to look forwards to...

Royal �ree Counties Show 16th -18th June

Royal Highland Show 22nd -25th June

Royal Norfolk Show 28th -29th June

Great Yorkshire Show 11th -14th July

New Forest Show 25th-27th July

Edenbridge & Oxted Show 27th-28th August

Dorset County Show 7th-8th  September

Newbury Show 16th-17th September

BABA AGM and Conference September 2024

Upcoming  Events

Bronze & Stainless Workshop 16th & 23rd March

Collect (Qest Exhibition) 1st-3rd March

Spring forge-in at Phoenix Forge - April 6-7th

North Somerset Show 1st May

Internationaal Smeedevent 17th-19th May

Devon County Show 18th-20th May

DC Blacksmiths Forge-In 31st-2nd June

50th Anniversary ABANA Conference 6-9th June

Royal Cornwall Show 8-10th June

If you know of an event taking place
email the details to;

 Newsletter@baba.org.uk



Bronze & Stainless Workshop 

Peter Crownshaw & Andrew Findlay 

16th & 23rd March 2024 
 

 

                 
     
 

 

 

 

  
 

 
 
 
 

The BABA Membership has an exciting opportunity to absorb years of expertise from 

two renowned artist blacksmiths with the workings of Stainless Steel and Bronze. This 

event will be hosted at Peter Crownshaw’s Forge at St Michaels Nr Tenbury Wells, 

Worcestershire, WR15 8TG 

 

Peter Crownshaw (Stainless) & Andrew Findlay (Bronze) have kindly offered to relay 

their knowledge as part of a BABA events one day workshop. Organised by the BABA 

Council for BABA members, this is a rare opportunity to work at the anvil learning the 

intricacies of forging stainless steel and bronze from these two eminent master smiths. 

Truly an experience not to be missed! 

 

Limited tickets are available, with 10 participants on the 16th March 2024, and a 

further 10 participants on the 23rd March 2024. Tickets are available on the BABA 

website from the 1st February and the event is open to BABA members only. 

For those wanting to make the most of the trip and in need of accommodation, this can 

be booked at Peter’s daughters pub just a 10-minute walk from the forge. There are 10 

rooms available at The Fountain Inn, Oldwood Road, Oldwood, Tenbury Wells, 

Worcestershire WR15 8TG. Tel no. 01584 810701. Email: thefountainoldwood.co.uk 

There will also be many a B&B in the area, just a google search away. 

Useful directions for the Forge: 

When you get to St. Michaels, take the road opposite St. Michaels church go 

approximately 150 yards, you will see a red phone box, take the drive at the side of 

phone box, avoiding potholes if you can! we are at the end of drive. 



Bronze & Stainless Workshop 

Peter Crownshaw & Andrew Findlay 

16th & 23rd March 2024 
 

 

The chosen dates for this event coincide with ‘Ferrous Festival of Artist Blacksmithing’ 

being held in nearby Hereford. Organised by Hereford College of Art with a rich 

programme of exhibitions and events held in the City of Hereford from 15th - 24th 

March 2024 

The day will include: 

9.30am-5.30pm (16th March 2024) 

*9.30am-12.30pm (Bronze) Introduction to material, how it is forged, structural 

qualities, material precautions, optimum heats required, joining processes, finishing 

and general hints and tips. 

*12.30pm-1.30pm Lunch  

*1.30pm-4.30pm (Stainless Steel) Introduction to material, how it is forged, 

structural qualities, material precautions, optimum heats required, joining processes, 

finishing and general hints and tips. The process of passivating and electropolishing 

of stainless steel will be explained. 

*4.30pm-5.30pm A chance for participants to have a go and get a feel for forging 

both materials, including informal Q&A session. 

Tea & Coffee will be provided also. 

9.30am-5.30pm (23rd March 2024) 

*9.30am-12.30pm (Bronze) Introduction to material, how it is forged, structural 

qualities, material precautions, optimum heats required, joining processes, finishing 

and general hints and tips. 

*12.30pm-1.00pm Lunch  

*1.00pm-1.30pm Talk from a Columbia metals representative.  

*1.30pm-4.30pm (Stainless Steel) Introduction to material, how it is forged, 

structural qualities, material precautions, optimum heats required, joining processes, 

finishing and general hints and tips. The process of passivating and electropolishing 

of stainless steel will be explained. 

*4.30pm-5.30pm A chance for participants to have a go and get a feel for forging 

both materials, including informal Q&A session. 

Tea & Coffee will be provided also. 
 
Tickets are £60 per head per day, this includes stainless steel and bronze for you forge 

and take home with you. 

 

 



Bronze & Stainless Workshop 

Peter Crownshaw & Andrew Findlay 

16th & 23rd March 2024 
 

 

Please bring along a few hand tools for forging, along with a notepad and pen. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5 day chasing course in Dronfield, Sheffield.
Dates: March 26-30th

Time: 9am-5:30pm

Location: Unit 2 north house, Callywhite lane, Dron�eld, S18 2XR

Costs: £850.00

Sign up at: https://www.tickettailor.com/events/timothypuddephatt/1124500?

Sign ups are now live and seating is limited!

If you have any questions or concerns about the course you may contact:
Our host: Timothy Puddephatt at thefooto�ron@gmail.com

Or Douglas Pryor at : Pryorcreationsllc@gmail.com

All tooling and materials for the course will be provided.
�e pitch pots will be available for purchase through pre-order with our host.

Please let Timothy know if you are interested!



Workshop Description:

If you are new to Chasing it is a style of relief work in sheet metal that can be applied to almost anything. From tea 
pots to battle armour it has been used to create sculptural narrative in metal throughout human history.

For me the art of chasing is a beautiful fusion between illustration and sculpture. �e ability to transform any draw-
ing into a three dimensional form is one of the most exciting and challenging aspects of relief work.

What you can expect from this course:

We’ll be focusing on building a knowledge base of di�erent chasing techniques, material control, pitch management, 
and how to use illustration and design to compliment low to high relief work in sheet metal.

Participants can expect to work on up to two projects in 18ga (approx 1mm) copper. �e �rst project is usually a 
structured follow along design matched to the individual’s skill level. If there is time the following projects will be 
assigned on an individual basis to best complement their growth and interests.
If participants have already taken one of my workshops or completed one of my warm up projects before and are 
comfortable with tackling something more challenging then they may start a more complicated project immediately.

You may be expected to draw:
It is not a prerequisite as there are many projects that can be traced but drawing is highly encouraged. As sheet met-
al is shaped it distorts and changes in volume requiring the maker to redraw elements of the design by hand. Certain 
intermediate to advanced designs can only be made this way, but not to worry if drawing is a newer skill set as we 
have many available projects that only require tracing.

Bringing a sketchbook or notebook is encouraged.

You may be expected to sculpt in clay:
If your interest is to accomplish your own design in class my prerequisite for that is you must be able to draw your 
design. You can have this done in advance if you’d like.
In class we will discuss and plan a depth guide for your design with more drawings and a proof sculpture to act as a 
guide. �is method of planning I’ll be teaching is a great practice and an important skill for deeper relief work. Plus 
it’s a lot of fun to do which is always ideal.

As mentioned, tooling and materials will be provided for the duration of the course. If you have some of your own 
tooling you are of course welcome to bring what you are comfortable with.

You are most welcome to bring your own safety gear such as ear and eye protection to make yourself more comfort-
able as well.

�is style of work can happen at any scale so bringing an optivisor or other optical magni�cation could also be a 
good idea but is not a must. �ough if you think you may struggle with working small the magni�cation is very 
helpful.

Class will run from 9am to 5:30pm with a one hour lunch break at 12:30pm.

Participants can be expected to swing a hammer for 7-8 hours a day, the hammers are not very heavy but it should 
be kept in mind that it is very physical work.

All skill levels welcome!

�is has only been made possible by our gracious host Timothy Puddephatt and by your enthusiastic interest and 
support!

�ank you and stay in touch!
-Douglas “
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Call for Teams:

International Forging Competition

Sign up your team to compete for cash prizes 

totaling $2,000.

Call for Entries:

The Ring Project

Blacksmiths from around the world are invited 

to submit a forged ring for a public art project.

Call for Entries:

Gallery of Ironwork

Metal artists are invited to show their work in 

our gallery space during the event.

Visit abana.org/50thanniversary 
for details and registration.

50th Anniversary
Celebration &
Conference

June 6-9, 2024
Johnstown, Pennsylvania

USA

The event will feature:

• Renowned Demonstrators

• International Forging Competition

• Engaging Lectures

• Gallery Exhibition of Ironwork

• Auction

• Iron-in-the-Hat Raffle
• Tailgating & Vendors

• Craft Classes

• Big Tool Raffle
• Children’s Activities

• Food and Festivities

• and much more!
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Classifieds: Toys for the toy shop....

Toby Forbes Gower:

�e widest range of Blacksmithing tools at sensible prices:

http://www.tfg-design-in-metal.com/shop



The National School
of Blacksmithing

national_school_
blacksmithing

Why choose us?

The National School of Blacksmithing is the longest

established blacksmithing college in the country. You will

have the opportunity to learn the craft of blacksmithing and

build your practical skills in our world leading workshop

facilities, under the guidance of an experienced team of

lecturers from a variety of industry specialisations.

Courses we provide:
• BTEC Level 2 Diploma Blacksmithing

• BTEC Level 3 Diploma Blacksmithing

• BA (Hons) Artist Blacksmithing

• Level 2 Welding Apprenticeship

• Level 3 Blacksmithing Apprenticeship

• Level 3 Farriery Apprenticeship

• Short Courses

Popular modules:
• Understanding and Using Forging Techniques for

Blacksmithing and Metalworking

• Blacksmithing and Construction Skills

• Large Scale Design and Make

• Repoussé, Restoration and Conservation

• Metallurgy and Heat Treatment

• Forging Processes

• Welding and Thermal Cutting Processes

• Freehand and Technical Drawing

Holme Lacy, Hereford, HR2 6LL



-CLASSIFIEDS-





Classifieds: Toys for the toy shop....

 Victory Tools Power Hammer Sales and Hire 

Power Hammer prices from £4295 plus vat. 

Being a blacksmith for many years and having to weld a mile to buy my �rst Massey, I fully understand the hard-
ships of buying your �rst power hammer. With this in mind, I have decided to hire out our new Anyang ST power 
hammers to help you complete your job with the option to deduct the hire charge from the full price if purchased.  

For more information about our new Anyang ST power hammers, any of our second hand power hammers or forge 
force induction heaters, please contact us on 01362687116 or email us at nigelbarnett@artist-blacksmith.co.uk 

http://www.artist-blacksmith.co.uk/



-CLASSIFIEDS-

Ross Rigby 2cwt one piece hammer
3 phase
Built in 1951
In good working order and, as still wired in, can 
be seen in operation. While old this is of solid 
construction made in an era when things were 
built to last. Unlike modern hammers this is a 
one piece hammer, which means installation 
is super easy. It simply bolts to workshop �oor 
without the need for any special foundation sav-
ing both time and money.
O�ers over £ 6,500
Located in North Yorkshire, just outside �irsk, 
YO7 2BJ
If you’re interested, then do get in touch by con-
tacting 

Chris Topp 07773 368 643 / christoppironwork@
gmail.com

Please do forward to anyone you think will be 
interested

Power Hammer for Sale
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Jobs, Training & Oppertunities

Work Experience & New  opportunities 

If you are looking for a new job, or looking for some vital work experience why not send in a few words about 
yourself and experience and the part of the UK that you are looking to work in and we will include it here for you. 

I know a few of the more established players will be looking for some extra help in the new year on those 
upcoming projects in the pipeline so feel free to get in touch via email and send me those job adverts. 
You can also check out the BABA directory for a full list of Blacksmiths o�ering “Work Experience”

Looking for help in the forge? why not send in the details the newsletter is now reaching a much wider audience of 
tallented smiths who might be just the person you were looking for to join the team.





�e Art Workers’ Guild

 is launching a new year-long programme called 
Creative Connections. �e programme will create 
a space for creative people, who are beginning to 
establish themselves professionally, to meet and 
connect with Guild members, build supportive 
networks with each other and develop their profes-
sional practice.

�e programme will include hands-on workshops, 
talks, discussions and social events - all opportuni-
ties to connect with other creative people to share 
insights and ideas, encourage each other and navi-
gate the challenges of sustaining a career.

https://www.artworkersguild.org/what-we-do/crea-
tive-connections/apply/



New Scholars & Apprentices Announced

We are delighted to announce 27 new cra�speople have recently been awarded QEST funding to fur-
ther their training and education, with the total awarded this round reaching nearly £300,000. 
�e 22 Scholars and 5 Apprentices include makers working in textile conservation, stained glass, bee 
farming, stone carving, millinery and more, across the length and breadth of the UK.
Click below to learn more about the makers and their exciting plans for their QEST training.

See all new Scholars & Apprentices
https://rwha-mail.co.uk/CLZ-880OE-2FYCCF-5654HD-1/c.aspx

�ree new bursaries at
 Cockpit Arts 

�e Cockpit Arts Society Bursary is for professional 
cra�speople using traditional cra� skills, including 
those that are at risk of dying out. �e Rosalind 
Stracey Ceramic Award is for a ceramicist who has a 
strong desire to experiment and take risks with their 
practice. �e Needlemakers’ Award is an award for a 
maker who uses needles in the course of their work. 
�e bursaries includes subsidy towards one year of 
business support and studio space.
https://cockpitstudios.org/awards/arts-socie-
ty-award-at-cockpit/



QEST Events:

Cra� Festival Bovey Tracey (https://rwha-mail.co.uk/CLZ-8I8IB-2FYCCF-5CPZK6-1/c.aspx)@ Mill Marsh Park, 
Devon
Friday 7 to Sunday 9 June

Festival of Making (https://rwha-mail.co.uk/CLZ-8I8IB-2FYCCF-5CPZK7-1/c.aspx)@ Blackburn
Saturday 6 to Sunday 7 July

‘Fold’ @Hub (https://rwha-mail.co.uk/CLZ-8I8IB-2FYCCF-5CPZK8-1/c.aspx), Sleaford
20 July to November

Great Northern Contemporary Cra� Fair (https://rwha-mail.co.uk/CLZ-8I8IB-2FYCCF-5CPZK9-1/c.aspx)@ Victo-
ria Baths, Manchester
�ursday 17 to Sunday 20 October



We will fund you to spend up to two months discovering new ideas and best practice among leading practi-
tioners anywhere in the world. You can do this in person or online. �en we will help you to write up your 
ideas as a Report published on our website, to share your insights with your community or sector, and to turn 
your ideas into action in the UK.

�e initial grant covers all expenses for your research phase, including all travel costs. If needed, it also covers 
interpreters and travel assistants.

�e topic you explore is de�ned by you. It must meet our eligibility criteria, which include o�ering a practical 
bene�t to UK society. Success will be assessed within your own terms, and may be local or national.

�e success of your application for a Fellowship is not a�ected by your quali�cations, background or age. We 
ask only that you are a UK resident citizen aged 18 or over. We are looking for people with the potential to 
inspire change.

�e support we o�er extends beyond the initial grant:
   We o�er advice and assistance with planning your research and travels, writing up your �ndings, sharing 
your knowledge and implementing your ideas.
    We promote your ideas and activities on our website and social media channels.
    We plug you in to our online Fellows’ networks which o�er local and thematic contacts and collaborations.
    We o�er post-research grants for your knowledge-sharing and events.
    We maintain contact for as long as you like, and include all Fellows within our community.

Many Fellows start their projects at a local level, in their workplace or locality, and then grow its in�uence, 
perhaps to regional or sector level. Some �nd themselves a�ecting national levels of policy or services. Al-
most all say that the Fellowship took them to places and levels they had not expected. In a recent survey, 
100% of Fellows said they would recommend a Fellowship to others.

Crucial to this process is the personal and professional growth that comes from a Fellowship. You have an 
opportunity to take time out of normal life, for learning and thinking. You will be learning in a topic you care 
about, from leading practitioners you have chosen, anywhere in the world. You will have the status of being 
a Churchill Fellow, which opens doors overseas and at home. Many Fellows tell us that their ideas were not 
taken seriously until they became a Fellow, when their voice was fully heard.

Fellows report that these e�ects are long-lasting. Our survey showed that – as a result of their Fellowship – 
77% of Fellows remain globally connected, 61% are leaders in their sector and 77% feel they are more ful�lled 
professionally. Some 88% said it was a life-changing experience.

You can read about the impact that Fellows make here, and about the impact on a Fellow’s own life here:
https://www.churchillfellowship.org/



�is scheme is currently open until 3pm on Tuesday 20 February 2024.

Information about projects that received support from 2018/19 onwards can be found via GrantNav.

Colmcille is a partnership between Foras na Gaeilge in Ireland and Bòrd na Gàidhlig in Scotland. It fosters commu-
nication and collaboration between the language communities of Scottish and Irish Gaelic.

Funding is available to help support projects which will bring Gaelic and Irish speakers together, and also for Gaelic 
speakers looking to undertake an Irish course.

�is year’s scheme will particularly look to support projects which:

    Promote the use of Gaelic or Irish through the arts
    Use heritage to bring Gaelic/Irish communities together and promote the status of the languages
    Bring young speakers of Gaelic and Irish together through events and school projects/trips
    Promote communication and sharing of knowledge and best practice among Gaelic and Irish speakers

Guidelines for Applicants and an Application Form can be found below, for either projects or Irish course support.  
If you have any questions please email tabhartas@gaidhlig.scot.



�e Tonypandy Cup a short history

 Many of us will be aware of the Tonypandy Cup , an award that sits 
at the pinnacle of the Worshipful company of Blacksmiths awards 
scheme, but are unaware of its origin. 
In 1998, Past Prime Warden Lt Col Delwyn Dennis, presented 
the Tonypandy Cup to the Company. It was given in memory of 
Lord Tonypandy (George �omas, Former Speaker of the House 
of Commons) who was an Honorary Member of the Court of the 
Worshipful Company of Blacksmiths. �e Cup may be awarded 
annually for a piece which is considered to be an outstanding example 
of the skill of a blacksmith or blacksmiths. 

Tonypandy Award Call for Entries - 2024 Award 

�e Tonypandy may be awarded annually for a piece 
which is considered to be an
outstanding example of the skill of a blacksmith or 
blacksmiths.

�e Company welcomes suggestions from any source 
for work, which meets the criteria of “outstanding”.

A special panel assesses the nominated pieces. We 
would welcome applications from
British blacksmiths. 
All work should be in the UK or Northern Ireland.
Work should preferably be accessible to the general 
public.
Modern and traditional techniques are equally 
acceptable. Work in any metal and heat process and 
style is acceptable. �e age of the piece should not 
exceed �ve years from completion.

Nominations incorporating as much information as 
possible on the submission should be
sent to the Chair of the Tonypandy Committee 
(details below) along with a digital portfolio of past 
commissions.
�e initial assessment will be by looking at good, high 
quality digital photos that show the piece overall and in detail, as the committee will be meeting online.
All shortlisted submissions will still be visited and assessed on site.

Please email using WeTransfer to the email address below, or by posting a memory stick
to:- tonypandyaward@icloud.com

Steve Rook Two Ravens Forge, Unit 1 Dunmore Street, Balfron, 
Glasgow G63 0TU

If you have any questions please contact me on: 07908 544776. 

�e application deadline for the 2024 award is 31st December 2023
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Association NEWS & Minutes
BABA DEVELOPMENT FUND 

�e BABA Development Fund is speci�cally for seed-
funding events and projects such as masterclasses, in the 
form of an interest-free loan administered by the Council.  
Candidates should submit a written application outlining 
why funding is required, and how much is needed, together 
with a proposal as to how and when the loan will be repaid.   
Applications will be considered by the Council.  
For enquiries/applications regarding the Development Fund 
please contact the BABA Secretary, 

Steve Rook;  secretary@baba.org.uk

BABA Minutes
Due to the  recent change in the newsletter and how it is now published to the general public as a means of 
promoting the association, what we do and who we are. �e Minutes from council meetings and the AGM 
will be sent out directly to the membership via Mail-Chimp to your registered email address. If you have’t 
recieved a copy of the Newsletter, Magazine, or Minutes remember to update your contact details on the 
membership page of the website. 

Newsletter@baba.org.uk

BABA Event Fund 
If you are planning on hosting a in person forging event, big or small there are funds available to help with the 
cost of hosting the event. For further information get in touch with Tony: 

Tresurer@baba.org.uk



BABA members can advertise second hand tools 
and gadgets for free in the newsletter

Businesses & non-members can advertise from just £10/month 

to sell their wares, so if you have some tools going rusty in the 

corner of the workshop or the hottest must have contraption; 

send me a photo and your contact info and we will spread the 

word far and wide.  

Newsletter@baba.org.uk


